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LESTER ACTING DEAN 
AS CHARLES BOLEN 
ACCEPTS FINE ARTS 
POST IN ILLINOIS
MISSOULA—
John L. Lester, a University of Montana music professor, has been appointed acting 
dean of the UM School of Fine Arts, replacing Dr. Charles W. Bolen, who has resigned
the position to become dean of the College of Fine Arts at Illinois State University, 
UM President Robert T. Pantzer has announced.
Pantzer said Lester and Dr. Bolen will assume their new duties at the respective 
universities September 1 .
"We regret Dean Bolen-s decision to leave the Mtssoula campus," said Pantzer,
"but we also wish him well in his new position at Illinois State. He has served us 
well since coming to Montana in August of 1962 and we are confident he will do an 
equally fine job on the Normal, 111., campus."
Lester, a member of the UM voice faculty since 1939, has trained numerous
successful music teachers and professional performers. Alumni of the UM Opera
Workshop, which he founded and directs, currently are singing with the Metropolitan
P , San Francisco Opera, and other leading opera companies in the United States 
and abroad.
He has been musical director of countless University productions. The UM Music
Theater Quintet, which he directs, performs for more than 11,000 Montana school 
children annually.
Lester is a Fellow of the American Institute of Vocal Pedagogy, established by the 
National Association of Teachers of Singing. He has served on the board of directors
more
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of the association and as NATS regional governor for Washington, Idaho, Oregon,
Wyoming and Montana.
Following his graduation in 1922 from Southwestern University, Georgetown, Texas, 
Lester studied for 18 months in New York City with Oscar Seagle. Then he spent 
seven years abroad, studying in France with Jean de Reszke, in Italy with Mario 
Sammarco and Ernestino Carronna, and in Germany with Michael Rancheisen. He 
appeared for several seasons in Italian opera in Milan and other cities.
Lester returned to the United States in 1930 and operated his own voice studio 
in New York until he joined the UM faculty in 1939.
Dr. Bolen is author of a number of articles which have appeared in "American 
Music Teacher," "The Instrumentalist," "The Wisconsin School Musician," "Journal of 
Research in Music Education" and other journals.
During several summers he served on the staff of the National Music Camp at 
Interlochen, Mich.
Before coming to Missoula in 1962 he served as professor and chairman of the 
music department at Ripon College, Ripon, Wise., for eight years. Dr. Bolen 
aiso has taught at the Eastman School of Music, Rochester, N.Y., at Indiana University, 
Bloomington, and at public schools in Smithville, Ind., and in Rochester.
He was president of the east central division of the Music Teachers National 
Association (MTNA) in 1962, and since 1964 he lias been a member of the MTNA
executive board. From 1962-64 he served as MTNA vice president.
In October 1969 Dr. Bolen was elected chairman cf the International Council of 
Fine Arts Deans in London, England.
He has been chairman of the Montana Aits Council since 1965. From 1962 -to the 
present he lias served as a beard member with ^he Missoula Symphony Orchestra.
Dr. Bolen also is the state representative on the Arts and Humanities Committee, 
Federation of Rocky Mountain States, Inc.
Dr. Bolen and his wife, the former Maxine Sheffler of West Frankfort, 111., have 
two daughters, Ann,15, and Jane, 13. He is a 1941 graduate of West Frankfort 
Community High School.
Dr. Bolen served 42 months, seven of them overseas, with the Army Air Corps 
during World War II.
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